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Childhood is for education, exploration, play, and friendships. It is for dreaming to travel the whole 
universe, to understand the science behind flying an aeroplane, to wonder about the chirping of the 
birds, to swim in a lake, to learn about oneself, to forge friendships that last lifelong and to dare to 
hope to change the entire world.

Child marriage is anti-thetical to all of these. Child marriage is everything that childhood must 
not be. The law, rightfully, recognises this and has prescribed a minimum age for the marriage. 
However, decades since our independence, child marriage remains a stark reality in our country. We 
have made great strides, and we can make greater strides.

This handbook is an effort in that direction. I have had the privilege of working alongside many 
civil servants who are motivated, competent and empathetic. However, they often struggle with the 
nuances of operations of the law and administration. This handbook seeks to bridge that gap and 
leverage the motivation, competence and empathy of these civil servants to help our children enjoy 
their childhood. There are separate sections for every type of civil servant: District Magistrate, 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Child Welfare Committee, Police, District Child Protection Unit and 
the educators.

This handbook has a preventive as well as a rehabilitative dimension when delineating the role of 
stakeholders. Every chapter, dedicated to the role of each stakeholder, is self-contained and contains 
exercises to help them reflect and build a deeper perspective.
 
This handbook has been made possible due to the efforts of several people in the Commission. 
In particular, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the British Asian Trust whose team, 
especially Ms. Shivani Puri, drafted this handbook in collaboration with this Commission. I am very 
much grateful to all the individuals, organisations, and experts who have reviewed this handbook. 
Their efforts will, hopefully, help bring about a meaningful change in the lives of the children.

Children have always been the core of all of our efforts and this handbook is yet another attempt to 
help them enjoy their childhood.
 
I would like to thank these children for helping us reimagine a world full of hope and possibilities. 
The glitter of their eyes is our strongest motivation.

I sincerely hope that we can create a society where child marriage is relegated to history and every 
child can flourish in an environment that cherishes and safeguards their rights.
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1  Section 2(a) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 
2  Section 2(f) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
3  Section 2(b) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
4  Section 9 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 
⁵  Section 11 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
6  Section 10 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006

Who is a ‘child’ and who is a 
‘minor’?

For the purpose of child marriage, a ‘child’ is 
defined as a girl who has not attained the age 
of 18 years and a boy who has not attained the 
age of 21 years¹. 

A ‘minor’ is defined as a person who has not 
attained the age of 18 years². 

Child marriage means a marriage to which 
either of the contracting parties is a child.³   
Thus, even if the boy is between the age of 18 
and 21 years, the marriage would be considered 
as child marriage.

What is a ‘child marriage’?

► An adult male marrying a child⁴ ;
► Persons having the charge of the child i.e. 

parents/guardians and organisations/
associations/other persons⁵ ;

► persons performing/abetting/permitting 
the marriage⁶  such as priest/religious 
leader/community leaders, caterers, 
organisers and relatives/neighbours 
attending the wedding.

Who can be punished for 
violating the provisions of 
the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006?
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What is the legal status of a 
child marriage?

A child marriage already solemnised is 
voidable at the option of the child in the 
marriage and can be annulled at any time 
before the child completes two years after 
attaining majority by filing a petition in the 
District Court.11

7  Hardev Singh v Harpreet Kaur & Ors, (Criminal Appeal No. 1331 of 2013, Supreme Court) para 3.2; 
8  Section 11(2) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
9  Sections 9, 10, 11 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
10  Section 11 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006

What is the punishment 
prescribed for violating 
the provisions of the Pro-
hibition of Child Marriage 
Act, 2006?

Persons contravening the provisions of the 
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 shall 
be punished with rigorous imprisonment 
which may extend to two years and/or shall 
be liable to pay fine which may extend to 
one lakh rupees⁹.

The Supreme Court in Hardev 
Singh v. Harpreet Kaur held that 
the Prohibition of Child Marriage 

Act, 2006 does not make any 
provision for punishing a female 
adult who marries a male child⁷.  
However, she may be punished 

under the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 

(POCSO) if the marriage was with 
a male child below the age of 

18 years and there were sexual 
relations between them.

A woman cannot be punished 
with imprisonment for 

permitting/abetting/performing/
solemnising the child marriage 
under the Prohibition of Child 

Marriage Act, 2006.10  However, a 
woman can be fined. 

Unless the contrary is proved, 
it is presumed that where a 

minor contracts marriage, the 
person having charge of such 

minor child has negligently 
failed to prevent the marriage 

from being solemnised⁸. 

FACT
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11  Section 3 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 
12  Section 12 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
13  Section 14 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
14  Section 8 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
15  Section 13(10) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006

 
A child marriage is null and void where a 
child, being a minor12

 
► is taken or enticed out of the keeping of 

lawful guardian, or
► is by force compelled, or by any deceitful 

means induced to go from any place; or
► is sold for the purpose of marriage; or 

if the minor is married after which the 
minor is sold or trafficked or used for 
immoral purposes.

A child marriage is void ab initio  if it is 
solemnised in contravention of an injunction 
order issued by the Judicial Magistrate of the 
First Class or the Metropolitan Magistrate.13

 
► For the purpose of grant of reliefs under 

Sections 3, 4 and 5 of the Prohibition 
of Child Marriage Act, 2006, the District 
Court having jurisdiction shall include 
the District Court having jurisdiction 
over the place where the defendant or 
the child resides, or where the marriage 
was solemnized or where the parties 
last resided together or the  petitioner is 
residing on the date of presentation of 
the petition.14 

Anyone who knowingly disobeys 
an injunction order issued against 

them shall be punishable with 
imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two 

years or with a fine which may extend 
to one lakh rupees or with both.15 

FACT

What are the important 
child rights legislations?
The laws related to children in India have 
their origins in the Constitution of India in 
the form of fundamental rights under Article 
15(3), Article 21A, Article 24 and Directive 
Principles of State Policy under Article 39(e) 
and (f), Article 45 and fundamental duties 
under Article 51A. Further, India has also 
ratified the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

Some important child rights legislations 
dealing with child marriage in India include:

► The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Act, 2015 and Model Rules, 
2016

► The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 
2006 and the Delhi Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Rules, 2009

► The Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act, 2012 and Rules, 2020

► The Right of Children to Free and 
Compulsory Education Act, 2009 and 
the Delhi Right of Children to Free and 
Compulsory Education Rules, 2011

► The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) 
Act, 1976 and Rules, 1976

► The Commissions for Protection of Child 
Rights Act, 2005

► Certain provisions of the Indian Penal 
Code 1860 (for instance, Sections 
361/366/370, in case the child was 
kidnapped or trafficked for marriage)
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The Supreme Court in Independent Thought v. Union of India 
and Anr16  read down Exception 2 of Section 375 of the IPC, 1860 

which provided that if the wife was between 15 to 18 years of 
age, sexual intercourse with her would not amount to rape. The 
exception was held as violative of the right to equality, dignity 
and individual autonomy of the child. With this judgment, the 
rights of married girls under the age of 18 were made uniform 

with those of unmarried girls.

► Certain provisions of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1973 (for instance, 
the order of maintenance for a married 
minor female under Section 125)

► The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961

What are the 
consequences of child 
marriage?

► Violation of a child’s right to a free life 
devoid of exploitation, full care and 
protection.

► Denial of the basic right to a respectful 
and decent childhood; basic rights to 
good health, nutrition, education and 
freedom from violence, abuse and 
exploitation.

► Subjection to physical, mental and 
emotional trauma and also life-
threatening circumstances for which the 
child is not prepared.

► Family and societal responsibilities and 
also acts as licence, though illegal, to 
engage in sexual activity amounting to 
child sexual abuse and rape.

► Exposure to high-risk diseases including 
HIV/AIDS and STDs, poor health and 
quality of life.

► Lack of economic opportunities due to 
lack of education.

► Endless and vicious cycle of domestic 
violence and abuse.

16  Independent Thought v. Union of India and Anr [W.P. (Civil) 382 of 2013, Supreme Court) para 1
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EXERCISE: CASE STUDY

You receive information that two adolescents, Arjun and Nisha, have run away from 
home and married without the knowledge or consent of their parents. Answer the 
following questions as per your role:

List down the steps that should be followed in this case.
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Who are the stakeholders you need to interact with?
_______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

What is the first step you need to take?
_______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

What are the documents or reports you require or need to be submitted to you?
_______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

What orders do you need to issue or reports you need to prepare?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Now let us find out what your duties are. Go to the chapter that concerns your role and 
complete the exercises as you proceed.
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Congratulations on being appointed as the 
SDM! As SDM you have many functions 
under various legislations. Under the child 

protection regime, you are the Child Marriage 
Prohibition Officer (CMPO).17  You have the most 
important role in preventing the child marriages 
and ensuring the well-being of children in your 
area. You have been given a wide range of powers 
to effectively curb the child marriages under the 
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 and the 
Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009.

EXERCISE 1: 
FILL IN THE BLANKS

To begin your work, you need to obtain the 
contact details of the following persons in the 
District. Once you have the details, save the 
contact details on your phone and complete the 
exercises below:

A. District Magistrate (DM)- The DM is responsible 
for supervising all child protection-related 
activities in their District. 

Name ______________________________

Phone No. __________________________

  

The DM becomes the CMPO in situations when 
mass child marriages take place such as on 

days like Akshaya Trutiya (Akha Teej) which is 
generally celebrated in April.18 

17   Rule 3 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009
18  Section 13(4) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
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B. Child Welfare Committees (CWCs)- They are constituted by the State Government in 
every District to discharge duties in relation to children in need of care and protection 
including children who are at imminent risk of marriage.19  The Chairperson of the CWC 
prepares a monthly roster of the members to ensure that at least one member is always 
available to take cognizance of an emergency matter including on Sundays and holidays. 
This roster is to be shared with the stakeholders by the CWC.20

1) Do you have the monthly roster from the CWC?      YES/ NO
2) If not, obtain the contact number of the Chairperson of the concerned CWC. 

Name _______________ Phone No._____________Designation: Chairperson

3) Call the Chairperson of the concerned CWC and ask for the monthly roster. Once 
you receive it, go back and tick ‘Yes’ in Exercise 1).

C. SHOs of the Police Stations in your area

1) PS ____________ SHO __________________ Phone No. _____________
2) PS ____________ SHO __________________ Phone No. _____________
3) PS ____________ SHO __________________ Phone No. _____________
4) PS ____________ SHO  __________________ Phone No. _____________
5) PS ____________ SHO  __________________ Phone No. _____________
6) PS ____________ SHO  __________________ Phone No. _____________
7) PS ____________ SHO  __________________ Phone No. _____________
8) PS ____________ SHO  __________________ Phone No. _____________
9) PS ____________ SHO  __________________ Phone No. _____________
10) PS ____________ SHO  __________________ Phone No. _____________
11) PS ____________ SHO  __________________ Phone No. _____________
12) PS ____________ SHO  __________________ Phone No. _____________ 

Every police station has to have at least one officer not 
below the rank of Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI) to be 
designated as a Child Welfare Police Officer (CWPO) 
to exclusively deal with children either as victims or 

perpetrators, in coordination with the police, voluntary 
and non-governmental organisations.21 

FACT
19   Section 27 read with Section 2(14)(xii) of 
the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act, 2015
20  Rule 16(6) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
21  Section 107(1) of the Juvenile Justice (Care 
and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
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D. Deputy Commissioner of Police (Special 
Juvenile Police Unit)- The State Government 
constitutes the Special Juvenile Police Unit (SJPU) 
headed by a police officer not below the rank of a 
Deputy Superintendent of Police or above in each 
district and city to co-ordinate all functions of police 
related to children.22 

Name _____________________Phone No. _________________

E. District Child Protection Officer (DCPO)- The District Magistrate supervises the 
functioning of the District Child Protection Unit (DCPU).23  Within the DCPU, the DCPO 
coordinates the functioning of the unit. 

Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

F. Deputy Director of Education (DDE) of your zone24 - The DDEs oversee all education 
related tasks in their respective zones.

Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

G. Secretary of the concerned District Legal Services Authority (DLSA)-They provide 
free and competent legal aid to the eligible sections of society including children.25 

Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

H. Civil society organisations working on child protection issues with a focus on 
awareness, prevention and rehabilitation of victims of Child Marriage.

1) Name __________ Contact person _____________ Phone No. ______________
2) Name __________ Contact person _____________ Phone No. ______________
3) Name __________ Contact person _____________ Phone No. ______________

22  Section 107(2) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
23  Rule 85 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
24  Hint: You can refer to <https://www.edudel.nic.in/mis/mismail/frmComposeMailDirectory.aspx>
25  Rule 7(d) of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009

  

Check if there is a WhatsApp group 
for child protection stakeholders 
and get added to it, if it already 

exists. If not, you can make a 
WhatsApp group with them.

https://www.edudel.nic.in/mis/mismail/frmComposeMailDirectory.aspx
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J. List of schools in your area28

The total number of schools in your area is _____.

  

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 provides that a respectable person of 
the locality such as:

●  a person with a record of social service or 
●  an officer of the Gram Panchayat or Municipality or 
●  an officer of the Government of any public sector undertaking or 
●  an office bearer of any non-governmental organisation may be requested by 

the State Government to assist the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer (CMPO) 
and such person shall be bound to act accordingly.27

I. List of volunteers in your area- Prepare a list of volunteers in your area and get the list 
approved by the State Government.26

1) Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 
2) Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 
3) Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 
4) Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 
5) Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

26  Rule 11(2) r/w Rule 2(e) of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009; Section 16(2) of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act 2006
27  Section 16(2) of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009
28  Hint: you can refer to the list of schools on this website <https://www.edudel.nic.in/edu/directorate.html>

Now that you have completed the exercise and saved the information of the 
stakeholders on your phone, let us understand your role in the context of child 
marriage.

https://www.edudel.nic.in/edu/directorate.html


11

Who can file a complaint/
provide information about 
child marriage to you?
Any person who has a reason to believe 
that a child marriage is likely to be, is being 
or has been solemnised in Delhi may give 
information or make a complaint to you 
orally or in writing.29

29  Rule 4(1) of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009
30  Rule 4(2) of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009
31   Rule 4(2) of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009
32   Rule 4(3) of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009
33  Rule 7 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009

What should you do when 
you receive the information/
complaint of child marriage?
a. On receiving information/complaint from 
any person that a child marriage has been or 
is being or is likely to take place, cause the 
same to be reduced into writing and signed 
by the informant/complainant.30 

b. If the informant/complainant is unable to 
provide written information, you will satisfy 
yourself with the information and keep a 
record of the identity of the informant (record 
details such as name, address, contact 
number, and relationship with victim).31 

c. You will provide a copy of the details 
recorded to the informant/complainant 
immediately free of cost.32

ROLE OF THE CHILD MARRIAGE 
PROHIBITION OFFICER (CMPO)

  

If the information received 
appears reliable, you have to take 
suo moto cognizance of the case. 
You have to conduct preliminary 
scrutiny on receiving information 

even if it appears unreliable.

  

It is likely that the complainant may feel victimised by people in the 
community as a consequence of reporting a child marriage. It is your duty 

to provide assistance to the complainant to ensure that they do not feel 
victimised or pressurised. You also have to provide information regarding the 
legal aid available to the complainant and if they want, you have to provide 

it to them through the Delhi State Legal Services Authority (DSLSA).33 
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In case you find that a child marriage 
is likely to take place or is taking place, 
you have to follow the steps detailed in 
the above sections. Additionally, once 
you have completed the steps above, 

you have to approach the Metropolitan 
Magistrate seeking an injunction on the 

child marriage. The effect of the injunction, 
if issued, would be that even if the child 

marriage is contracted despite your 
best efforts, the same would be void ab 

initio.37  The Metropolitan Magistrate has to 
issue a notice to the parties providing an 

opportunity of hearing before 
passing an injunction order.38 

What should you do when 
you receive information/
complaint of a child mar-
riage likely to take place?

In case you receive information or a 
complaint about a possible child marriage 
in the future or that child marriage has been 
fixed, take the following steps:

a. You have to act immediately when you 
receive information/complaint of child 
marriage likely to take place in the next few 
days.

b. Visit the parents/guardians of the child 
and convince them to refrain from getting 
the child married/speak to them about not 
getting the child married.
 
c. Inform them that child marriage is 
a punishable offence and that it has a 
detrimental impact on the lives of the 
children.
 
d. Speak to the child and make them aware 
of the consequences of child marriage.

e. Speak to the relatives to make them aware 
of the provisions of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006.

f. Seek assistance from the police, if required.

g. Seek the assistance of community leaders, 
teachers and civil society organisations.

h. Inform the Chairperson/Member of the 
CWC and the DCPO about the case so that 
an assessment about the child being in need 
of care and protection may be done and 
the specified rehabilitative processes are 

followed.34

i. Inform the school authorities where the 
child is studying to follow up on the welfare 
of the child and to provide the CWC with 
regular updates.
 
j. Based on the information/complaint and 
the steps taken, prepare the child marriage 
report.35 

k. Submit the complaint along with the child 
marriage report to the District Court or the 
Metropolitan Magistrate and forward a copy 
to the police officer in charge of the police 
station within the local limit of which the 
child was to be married.36 

34  Section 2(14) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Act, 2015
35  Rule 5 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 
2009
36  Rule 5 and 6 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage 
Rules, 2009; Section 13 of the Prohibition of the Child Mar-
riage Act, 2006
37  Section 14 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
38  Section 13 of the Prohibition of the Child Marriage Act, 
2006
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A child marriage report is an action taken report submitted to the District 
Court. Although there is no set format for the child marriage report, the 
following information should be included in the report:

☑ Name and contact details of the complainant 
☑  Relationship with the child
☑  Date of receipt of complaint
☑  Details of child (name, age, information of parents/guardians)
☑  Details of accused (name, age, contact information)
☑  Details of marriage (eg. date, place, time, details of the priest)
☑  Action taken

The report can be addressed to the Principal District and Sessions Judge of 
the concerned District Court.

FACT

What should you do when 
you receive information/
complaint of a child marriage 
taking place?

You would have received information or a 
complaint about the child marriage being 
solemnised at that very moment. This is an 
emergency case and your priority should be 
to stop the marriage from taking place while 
ensuring the well-being of the child. You have 
the power to investigate the cases of child 
marriage as exercisable by a police officer39 

and to collect evidence for the prosecution 
of persons contravening the Prohibition of 
Child Marriage Act, 2006.

Take the following steps:

a. You have to act immediately when you 
receive information/complaint of a child 
marriage taking place.

  

You can organise pre-rescue 
meetings with all relevant 

stakeholders to plan the rescue of 
a child who is likely to get married 
or whose marriage has been fixed. 

This will improve coordination 
among all stakeholders and 

ensure that they are aware of their 
roles on the day of the rescue.

39  Rule 3 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009; Chapter V, VII, XI and XII of the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, 1973

b. Inform and seek the assistance of the 
police.

c. Proceed to the location of the child 
marriage. 

d. If you witness a marriage taking place, put 
a stop to it with the help of the police.

e. The police may arrest persons at the venue 
for committing the cognizable and non-



14

bailable offence40  of child marriage under 
the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006.

f. Collect evidence by taking videos, 
photographs, and seize invitation cards, 
receipts, etc. and making a list of persons at 
the venue and others who may be involved.41  

This has to be shared with the police.

g. Speak to the child, explain the situation 
and further steps to them.

h. If required, provide immediate medical 
aid to the child.

i. Produce the child before the concerned 
CWC within 24 hours or as soon as possible.42

 
j. Inform the school authorities where the 
child is studying to follow up on the welfare 
of the child and to provide the concerned 
CWC with regular updates. 

k. Based on the information/complaint and 
the steps taken, prepare the child marriage 
report.

l. Submit the complaint and child marriage 
report to the District Court and forward a 
copy to the police officer in-charge of the 
police station within the local limits of which 
the child was to be married.

m. Submit an application seeking an 
injunction along with the complaint to the 
jurisdictional Metropolitan Magistrate for 
appropriate action.43 

  

Regularly engaging with priests/
imams/religious heads and 

encouraging them to spread 
awareness in the community about 
the ill effects of child marriages is 
an effective tool to prevent child 

marriages.

What should you do when 
you receive information/
complaint of a child marriage 
having already taken place?

In this case, you would have received 
information about a child marriage which 
was solemnised before you could reach 
the venue to stop it. Your priority now is to 
ensure the well-being and safety of the child.

40  Section 13 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
41  Section 16(3)(b) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
42  Section 31 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015; Section 2(14) r/w 27 of the Juvenile Justice 
(Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
43  Section 13 of the Prohibition of the Child Marriage Act, 2006
44  Section 16 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006

  

As the CMPO you play an important role in 
spreading awareness. You have to advise 
and counsel the residents of the locality 

not to indulge in promoting, helping, 
aiding or allowing child marriages. You 
have to create awareness and sensitise 
the community to the evil which results 

from child marriages.44 
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Take the following steps:

a. Visit the location where the child resides 
(which may be the marital home) to assess 
the safety and security of the child.

b. Explain the available options the child 
has such as annulment of marriage and 
maintenance. Ensure that you are polite 
when speaking to the child and reassure 
them that they are not at fault.

c. Provide medical and legal support to the 
child if required.
 
d. Encourage the family to send the child to 
school.

e. Ensure that unwarranted medical or 
gynecological tests are not conducted. If any 
tests are required, consent of the parents/
guardians should be taken and the child 
should be informed.

In such cases where the child is already 
married and wishes to annul the marriage, 
you or their guardian or their next friend 
can file the petition on their behalf before 
the District Court if they are minors.45  This 
petition may be filed at any time but before 
the child filing the petition completes two 
years of attaining majority i.e. 20 years for 
girls and 23 years for boys.
 
In case the child wishes to continue staying 
in the marriage, you have to (i) submit the 
Child Marriage Report to the District Court 
with a copy to the police and, (ii) produce the 
child before the concerned CWC.46

45  Section 3(2) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 

What should you do in case 
a prohibition order or court 
direction is breached?
 
a.  Any person may report breach of a pro-
hibition order or a court direction issued 
under the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 
2006 or the Delhi Prohibition of Child Mar-
riage Rules, 2009 or resistance to their en-
forcement to you or directly to the Court.49

 

b. The complainant shall provide the report 
to you in writing, duly signed by them.

c. You shall assist the complainant in case 
they seek your assistance in lodging a 
complaint with the local police.

46  Rule 5(1) of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage 
Rules, 2009; Section 13 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) Act 2015, read with Rule 55 of the 
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Model Rules, 2016
47  Rule 7(j) of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage 
Rules, 2009
48  Rule 7(l) of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage 
Rules, 2009
49  Rule 10 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 
2009

  

You have to assist the District Court in 
the enforcement of orders passed for 

maintenance and custody.47 

FACT
The CMPO has to furnish a report in Form 
I of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage 
Rules, 2009 (Annexure 2) in the first week 
of every quarter to the concerned District 

Magistrate.48 
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EXERCISE 2: CASE STUDY

You receive information that the marriage of Sita aged 13 years old has been fixed 
for the next month. You were told by Sita’s mother that the father is abusive and the 
home environment is unsafe for Sita. To protect her from abuse at the hands of her 
father, the mother decided to fix her marriage as the groom (Rahul) and his family 
assured the continued education of Sita. Rahul is 19 years old. 

What process should be followed to safeguard Sita and Rahul’s rights?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

What will be your first step?
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Who are the stakeholders you would need to interact with?
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Which reports do you need to prepare and submit?
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Congratulations on being appointed 
as the District Magistrate! You play 
an important role in supervising 

all child protection-related activities 
and coordinating the work of various 
stakeholders in your District. 

EXERCISE 1: 
FILL IN THE BLANKS

51  Rule 3 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 
2009

To begin your work, you need to obtain the 
contact details of the following persons. Once 
you have the details, save the contact details 
on your phone and complete the exercises 
below:

A. Child Marriage Prohibition Officers 
(CMPO)- The CMPOs are appointed in every 
State to prevent child marriages and ensure 
the protection of victims and prosecution 
of offenders. In Delhi, the SDMs have been 
appointed as CMPOs.51

 
1) Name _________________ 
Phone No. ____________ Area _______________
2) Name _________________ 
Phone No. ____________ Area _______________
3) Name _________________ 
Phone No. ____________ Area _______________
4) Name _________________ 
Phone No. ____________ Area _______________
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B. Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) -They are constituted by the State Government in 
every District to discharge duties in relation to children in need of care and protection 
including children who are at imminent risk of marriage.52  The Chairperson of the CWC 
prepares a monthly roster of the members to ensure that at least one member is always 
available to take cognizance of an emergency matter even during holidays. This roster is 
to be shared with the stakeholders by the CWC.53 

1) Do you have the monthly roster from the 
CWC?    YES/ NO
2) If not, obtain the contact number of the 
Chairperson of the concerned CWC. 

Name _______________ Phone No. 
_____________ Designation Chairperson

3) Call the Chairperson of the concerned CWC 
and ask for the monthly roster. Once you 
receive it, go back and tick ‘Yes’ in Exercise 1).

C. Deputy Commissioner of Police (Special 
Juvenile Police Unit)- The State Government constitutes the Special Juvenile Police 
Unit (SJPU) headed by a police officer not below the rank of a Deputy Superintendent of 
Police or above in each district and city to co-ordinate all functions of police related to 
children.55

Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

D. Deputy Director of Education (DDE) of your zone56 -The DDEs oversee all education 
related tasks in their respective zones. 

1) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ Zone _______________
2) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ Zone _______________
3) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ Zone _______________

The DM is the grievance 
redressal authority for 
complaints related to 

functioning of the CWCs.54

FACT

52  Section 27 read with Section 2(14)(xii) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
53  Rule 16(6) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
54  Section 27(10) of the  Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
55  Section 107(2) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
56  Hint: You can refer to <https://www.edudel.nic.in/mis/mismail/frmComposeMailDirectory.aspx>

https://www.edudel.nic.in/mis/mismail/frmComposeMailDirectory.aspx
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E. District Child Protection Officer (DCPO) in your District- The District Magistrate 
supervises the functioning of the District Child Protection Unit (DCPU). Within the DCPU, 
the DCPO coordinates the functioning of the unit.

Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

F. Civil society organisations working on child protection issues with a focus on 
awareness, prevention, and rehabilitation of victims of Child Marriage.

1) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________
2) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________
3) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________

G. List of schools in your area57

The total number of schools in your area is _____.

  

When you take charge of your office, call an introductory meeting with all 
relevant stakeholders and orient yourself with the work being done on 

child marriage in the district. This will improve coordination among the 
stakeholders. You can also create a WhatsApp group for child protection 

stakeholders in your district or get added to one if it already exists.

Now that you have completed the exercise and saved the information of the 
stakeholders on your phone, let us understand your role in the context of child 
marriage.

57  Hint: you can refer to the list of schools on this website <https://www.edudel.nic.in/edu/directorate.html> 

https://www.edudel.nic.in/edu/directorate.html
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ROLE OF THE DISTRICT 
MAGISTRATE

a. You are the Nodal Officer in the District for 
the implementation of the Juvenile Justice 
(Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 
and Model Rules, 2016. You may designate 
any Additional District Magistrate of the 
District to discharge these duties.58

 
b. You have to supervise the functioning of 
the District Child Protection Unit (DCPU).59

 
c. You are the Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer (CMPO) in situations when mass 
child marriages take place such as on days 
like Akshaya Trutiya (Akha Teej) which is 
generally celebrated in April. 

d. You have the additional powers to stop or 
prevent the solemnisation of child marriages 
by taking all appropriate measures and using 
the minimum force required.60

 
e. You have to monitor the functioning of the 
SDMs in their role as the CMPOs under the 
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006. This 
includes ensuring that (i) quarterly reports as 
required under the Delhi Prohibition of Child 
Rules, 2009 are sent to you by the CMPO, (ii) 
child marriage report is sent to the District 
Court in every case.61

 
f. You have to ensure that inputs received 
from CMPOs in quarterly reports are shared 
with the DCPU falling within your jurisdiction.

g. You have to ensure that the CWCs maintain 
a suggestion box at a prominent place on 
their premises and regularly review the 
suggestions/grievances yourself or through 
a nominee.62

h. You have to ensure that you are sent 
quarterly reports by the CWCs about children 
in need of care and protection received by 
them with all relevant details on the nature of 
disposal of cases, pending cases and reasons 
for such pendency.63  You have to review 
these quarterly reports on the pendency of 
cases.64

58  Rule 85(2) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
59  Rule 85 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
60  Section 13(5) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 
61  Rule 7(l) and 5 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009  
62  Rule 17(ii) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016 
63  Rule 17(v) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
64  Rule 20(2) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
 

  

At the beginning of each year, you 
can find out the auspicious dates 

for marriages by engaging with 
imams/priests/religious heads and 
plan intensified action during those 
periods to prevent child marriages. 

You can share this information 
with the CMPOs, DCPUs, SJPUs, 
Anganwadi workers and schools 
so they are on alert during these 

periods. 
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 In case of a child marriage likely to be or being solemnised, once you have 
completed the steps above, you have to approach the Metropolitan Magistrate 

seeking an injunction on the child marriage. The effect of the injunction, if 
issued, would be that even if the child marriage is contracted despite your best 
efforts, the same would be void ab initio.66  The Metropolitan Magistrate has to 

issue a notice to the parties providing an opportunity of hearing before passing 
an injunction order.67 

i. You have to conduct quarterly review 
meetings with the relevant stakeholders 
such as the police, District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA), Education Department, 
Health Department, etc. to discuss issues of 
child protection, including child marriage.65 

What is your role as the Child 
Marriage Prohibition Officer?

a. In case you receive information or a 
complaint about a possible child marriage 
in the future or that child marriage has 
been fixed, act immediately and inform the 
concerned stakeholders (SDM, DCPU, CWC, 
CSO) to take necessary action to prevent the 
child marriage from occurring. Ensure that 
the wellbeing of the child is monitored and 
that the child attends school regularly.

b. In case you receive information or a 
complaint that a child marriage is being 
solemnised at that very moment/shortly, 
take immediate action and inform the 
concerned stakeholders (SDM, police, DCPU, 
CWC, CSO). Proceed to the location or send 
your nominee to stop the marriage and direct 
the police to register an FIR. The wellbeing of 
the child is your top priority and ensure that 
the child is produced before the concerned 
CWC within 24 hours or as soon as possible.

c. In case, you receive information that a 
child marriage has already been solemnised 
before you could reach the venue to stop it, 
ensure that the safety and wellbeing of the 
child are maintained. Inform the concerned 
stakeholders (SDM, DCPO, CWC, police, CSO) 
and direct the police to register an FIR.

65  Rule 85(3) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
66  Section 14 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
67  Section 13 of the Prohibition of the Child Marriage Act, 2006  
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EXERCISE 2: CASE STUDY

You have been informed that your district has the highest number of child marriages 
and school dropout rate in Delhi. The rate of child marriages has started rising in the 
past 3 years. 

What will be your top priority?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Which are the stakeholders you would interact with?
_________________________________________________________________________

What reports would you request for and from whom?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

What actions will you take?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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EXERCISE 1: 
FILL IN THE BLANKS

P
O
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C

E
You play an important role in child 

protection and are instrumental in 
making your area child marriage free.

To begin your work, you need to obtain the 
contact details of the following persons. 
Once you have the details, save the contact 
details on your phone and complete the 
exercises below:

A. District Magistrate (DM)- The DM is 
responsible for supervising all child 
protection related activities in their 
District. 

Name ___________________ 
Phone No. _____________ 
Area _______________

B. Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM)/Child 
Marriage Prohibition Officer (CMPO)- 
The CMPOs are appointed in every State 
to prevent child marriages, ensure the 
protection of victims and prosecution of 
offenders. In Delhi, the SDMs have been 
appointed as the CMPOs.68

 
Name ___________________ 
Phone No. _____________ 
Area _______________

68  Rule 3 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 
2009



26

C. Deputy Director of Education (DDE) of your zone69 - The DDEs oversee all education 
related tasks in their respective zones. 

1) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ Zone _______________
2) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ Zone _______________
3) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ Zone _______________

D. Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) - They are constituted by the State Government 
in every District to discharge duties in relation to children in need of care and protection 
including children who are at imminent risk of marriage.70  The Chairperson of the CWC 
prepares a monthly roster of the members to ensure that at least one member is always 
available to take cognizance of an emergency matter even during holidays. This roster is 
to be shared with the stakeholders by the CWC.71

 
1) Do you have the monthly roster from the CWC?    YES/ NO
2) If not, obtain the contact number of the Chairperson of the concerned CWC. 
Name _______________ Phone No._____________Designation: Chairperson
3) Call  Chairperson of the concerned CWC and ask for the monthly roster. Once you 
receive it, go back and tick ‘Yes’ in Exercise 1).

E. District Child Protection Officer (DCPO) in your district- The District Magistrate 
supervises the functioning of the District Child Protection Unit (DCPU).72  Within the 
DCPU, the DCPO coordinates the functioning of the unit. 

Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________
 
F. Civil society organisations working on child protection issues with a focus on 
awareness, prevention, and rehabilitation of victims of Child Marriage.

1) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________
2) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________
3) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________

G. List of schools in your area73 
The total number of schools in your area is _____.

69  Hint: You can refer to <https://www.edudel.nic.in/mis/mismail/frmComposeMailDirectory.aspx>
70  Section 27 read with Section 2(14)(xii) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
71  Rule 16(6) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
72  Rule 85 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
73  Hint: you can refer to <http://web.delhi.gov.in/wps/wcm/connect/doit_education/Education/Home/About+Us/>

Now that you have completed the exercise and saved the information of the 
stakeholders on your phone, let us understand your role in the context of child 
marriage.

https://www.edudel.nic.in/mis/mismail/frmComposeMailDirectory.aspx
http://web.delhi.gov.in/wps/wcm/connect/doit_education/Education/Home/About+Us/
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ROLE OF THE POLICE (CHILD 
WELFARE POLICE OFFICER)

b. Accompany the CMPO/the complainant 
to the venue of marriage or residence of the 
child, as the case may be. Ensure the team 
includes women police officers and Child 
Welfare Police Officer (CWPO).

  

When dealing with children, the Child 
Welfare Police Officer (CWPO) should 

not be in uniform.76

The Delhi High Court in Independent Thought v. Union of India and Anr75, held that:

1) the mandatory reporting under Section 19 read with Section 21 of POCSO would 
override restrictions in Sections 198(1) and 198(3) of the CrPC;

2) while Section 198(6) of the CrPC barred the Court from taking cognizance of 
an offence under Section 376 of the Indian Penal Code 1860 where the offence 
consists of sexual intercourse by a man with his own minor wife if more than a year 
has lapsed since the date of commission of the offence, the Courts are empowered 
under Sections 472 and 473 of the CrPC to extend the period of limitation;

3) there is no distinct category within child victims of rape as those who are married 
and those who are not.

74  Section 15 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
75  2023 SCC OnLine Del 2570, decided on 03-05-2023
76  Refer to National Human Rights Commission, Responsibilities of the Police Towards the Vulnerable Sections of Society 
<https://nhrc.nic.in/sites/default/files/Responsibilities.pdf>;  Guidelines for Police Officers of the Special Juvenile Police 
Unit issued by the Juvenile Justice Committee of the Delhi High Court <http://www.wcddel.in/Guidelines[1].pdf>

On receipt of a complaint of child marriage, 
the role of the police as enumerated in the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (Cr.P.C.)
should be followed. Offences under the 
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 are 
cognizable non-bailable.74 Remember, the 
well-being of the child is most important.

The following steps should be taken:

a. Register an FIR regarding the child 
marriage under relevant sections of the 
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 and 
other applicable laws if approached by any 
person with a complaint and immediately 
start the investigation.

https://nhrc.nic.in/sites/default/files/Responsibilities.pdf
http://www.wcddel.in/Guidelines[1].pdf
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The Supreme Court in Hardev Singh v. Harpreet Kaur and Ors79, was seized with the 
question of whether a male child married to an adult female would attract the provisions 
of Section 9 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 which provides:
 
“Punishment   for   male   adult   marrying   a child.  Whoever, being a male adult  above 
eighteen years of age, contracts a child marriage shall be punishable with rigorous 
imprisonment which may extend to two years or with fine which may extend to one lakh 
rupees or with both.”  

The Court noted that a literal interpretation of Section 9 would mean that if a male child 
aged between 18 and 21 years contracts marriage with a female adult, the female adult 
would not be punished since the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 does not contain 
a provision for punishing a female adult, but the male would be punished for contracting 
a child marriage, though he himself is a child. It was held that such interpretation went 
against the very object of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006. 

It was held that:

1) the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 does not make any provision for 
punishing a female adult who marries a male child. 80

2) A male between the age of 18 and 21 years of age, contracting marriage with a 
female adult, would not be punished under Section 9 of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006 and such a case falls outside the ambit of the provision. 
3) The words “male adult above eighteen years of age, contracts a child marriage” 
in Section 9 of the 2006 Act were held to be read as “male adult above eighteen 
years of age marries a child”.81 

c. In case a child marriage is being or has 
been solemnised, do the needful as per the 
relevant sections of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006 and other applicable laws. 
Remember, women cannot be imprisoned 
under the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 
2006.77

d. Do not arrest the child/children. Ensure 
you do not intimidate the child/children.

77  Section 11(1) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 
78  Section 10 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 
79  Criminal Appeal No. 1331 of 2013
80  Hardev Singh v Harpreet Kaur & Ors, para 3.2 
81  Hardev Singh v Harpreet Kaur & Ors, para 3.9

FACT
Persons such as priests/religious leaders/
community leaders, caterers, organisers 
and relatives/neighbours attending the 
wedding who perform, abet or permit 

the solemnisation of marriage are liable 
under the Prohibition of Child Marriage 

Act, 2006.78
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Therefore, when you are faced with a case 
where the male child is between the age of 
18 and 21 years married to or marrying a 
female adult above 18 years, do not register 
the complaint against the male child as in 
this case, the male child is a victim of child 
marriage.

e. Ensure the presence of a lady police officer 
when engaging with a girl child. Only when 
there is no lady officer immediately available 
should a male police officer interact with 
a girl child but in the presence of a female 
social worker/teacher/Anganwadi worker/
trusted female adult of the child.

f. No child should be taken to a police station 
or placed in police custody.

g. Produce the child before the nearest CWC 
within 24 hours.82

h. Apart from the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006, the provisions of other 
relevant Acts may be applicable for the 
protection of the children and prosecution 
of offenders.83 

82  Section 2(14) r/w Section 27 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015; Rule 55(1) of the Juve-
nile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
83  These Acts may include the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, Indian Penal Code, 1860, Pro-
tection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 etc.

A. What is the process to be followed in 
this case?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

B. Who will be the accused in this case? 
What will your first step be?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

C. Are there any additional laws that may 
be applicable in this case? If yes, which 
ones?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

EXERCISE 2: 
CASE STUDY

You receive information from the CMPO, 
under whose jurisdiction your Police 
Station falls, that 17 year old Priya and 19 
year old Naman went to the neighbouring 
state and got married 3 months prior. 
They have now returned and live in a 
locality falling under the jurisdiction of 
your police station.
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You play an important role in the lives 
of your students. You are in a position 
to make children and their parents 

aware of their rights, duties and laws that 
affect them. As a teacher, you can prevent 
child marriages by listening to students and 
by observing their behaviour.

EXERCISE 1: 
FILL IN THE BLANKS

To begin your work, you need to obtain 
the contact details of the following 
persons. Once you have the details, 
save the contact details on your phone 
and complete the exercises below:

A. Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM)/
Child Marriage Prohibition Officer 
(CMPO)- The CMPOs are appointed in 
every State to prohibit and prevent child 
marriages, ensure the protection of 
victims and prosecution of offenders. In 
Delhi, the SDMs have been appointed as 
the CMPOs.84

 
Name ___________________ 
Phone No. _____________ 
Area _______________

84  Rule 3 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 
2009
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B. Child Welfare Committees (CWCs)- They are 
constituted by the State Government in every District 
to discharge duties in relation to children in need of 
care and protection including children who are at 
imminent risk of marriage.85

Name _______________ 
Phone No. _____________ 
Designation Chairperson/Member

C. SHOs of the Police Stations in your area-

PS  ____________  SHO __________________  Phone No. _____________

D. District Child Protection Officer (DCPO) in your District- Within the DCPU, the DCPO 
coordinates the functioning of the unit. The District Magistrate supervises the functioning 
of the District Child Protection Unit (DCPU).87

Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

E. Civil society organisations working on child protection issues with a focus on 
awareness, prevention and rehabilitation of victims of Child Marriage.

Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________
Name___________ Contact person  _______  Phone No. ______________

85  Section 27 read with Section 2(14)(xii) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
86  Section 107(1) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
87  Rule 85 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016

You need these details to intimate the relevant authorities in case you need to report 
a case of child marriage or participate in the rehabilitative process of a victim of 
child marriage. 

Let us understand how you can help prevent child marriages and help victims of 
child marriage including child brides.

FACT
Every police station has to 

have at least one officer not 
below the rank of ASI to be 

designated as a CWPO to deal 
with children either as victims 

or perpetrators.86 
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ROLE OF TEACHERS 

What preventive measures 
can you take?

a. Keep track of the attendance of the 
students in your class. Ensure that you 
regularly  mark  the attendance of the children  
on your Edudel tab that is connected to the 
Early Warning System.88

  

Prolonged absence of an 
adolescent girl child from 

school could be a sign of child 
marriage. Ensure that you 

follow up with the parents of 
the child in case of uninformed 

prolonged absence.

  

Organising debate, painting, 
essay writing competitions 
are effective ways to spread 

awareness on the evils 
of child marriage.

b. In cases where extended periods of 
absence are seen, raise the matter with the 
HOS. Call and visit the child’s house to assess 
the safety and security of the child.

c. If you suspect that there could be a 
possibility of child marriage of your student, 
speak to the parents and the child to confirm 
your belief. Speak to the parents and the child 
about the repercussions of child marriage. 

d. Make a complaint before the relevant 
stakeholders depending on your 
conversation with the family.

e. Inform the DCPU about the child being at 
risk of child marriage.

f. Conduct regular follow up with the student 
and the family. 

g. In cases where a child was produced 
before the Child Welfare Committee (CWC), 
ensure you follow directions, if any. This 
could include providing regular updates to 
the Child Welfare Committee (CWC) or the 
DCPU on the child.

h. Conduct special sessions for the students 
where the CMPOs, Police, CWC members may 
be invited to speak to the children about 
the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 
as well as the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act, 2012.

i. Conduct sessions in class with the children 
about their rights and the various laws that 
affect them. Similarly, inform parents about 
the negative consequences of child marriage 
during the Parent Teaching Meetings.

88  The Early Warning System detects vulnerable children 
by tracking their attendance and provides intervention 
where necessary.
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Who can you make a 
complaint to?
Inform one of the following when you are 
aware that a child marriage has been or is 
being or is likely to be solemnised:

►  Nearest Police Station
► Child Marriage Prohibition Officer (CMPO)
► Child Welfare Committee (CWC)
► Childline (1098)
► Any civil society organisation that works 

on the issue of child marriage
► DCPCR Helpline (9311551393)
► DCPU

What can you do when a 
child marriage has already 
taken place?

a. Inform any of the stakeholders mentioned 
above regarding the child marriage so that 
the appropriate action may be taken, if it has 
not already been taken.

b. Ensure that you follow up with the family 
of the student for resuming their education.

c. Provide the child with additional support if 
they have missed classes due to the marriage 
so that they are able to catch up with missed 
classes.

d. Ensure that there is no bullying taking 
place against them.

e. In case where a child was produced before 
the Child Welfare Committee (CWC), ensure 
you follow directions, if any.

EXERCISE 2: 
CASE STUDY

You notice that the performance of one 
of your students is deteriorating. The 
student has become irregular with their 
homework and seems withdrawn. What 
do you do?
What will you do in this case?
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
_____________________________________

Who are the stakeholders you will reach 
out to?
____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________________________
_____________________________________

In case you find that the child has already 
been married, what can you do for the 
welfare of the child?
____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________________________
_____________________________________
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Congratulations on being appointed to 
the Child Welfare Committee (CWC). 
You play a crucial role in the care and 

protection of children. 

EXERCISE 1: 
FILL IN THE BLANKS

To begin your work, you need to obtain 
the contact details of the following 
persons. Once you have the details, save 
the contact details on your phone and 
complete the exercises below:

A. District Magistrate (DM) – The DM 
is responsible for supervising all child 
protection related activities in their District. 

Name ___________________ 
Phone No. _____________

B. Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM)/Child 
Marriage Prohibition Officer (CMPO)-
The CMPOs are appointed in every State 
to prevent child marriages, ensure the 
protection of victims and prosecution of 
offenders. In Delhi, the SDMs have been 
appointed as the CMPOs.89

1) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ 
     Area _______________
2) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ 
     Area _______________
3) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ 
     Area _______________
4)  Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ 
     Area _______________

89  Rule 3 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 
2009
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C.SHOs of the Police Stations in your area- 

1) PS ______________SHO _____________
    Phone No. _____________
2) PS ____________ _______SHO  __________
     Phone No. _____________
3) PS ____________ SHO  __________________ Phone No. _____________
4) PS ____________ SHO  __________________ Phone No. _____________

D. Deputy Director of Education (DDE) of your zone 91-The DDEs oversee all education 
related tasks in their respective zones. 
Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

E. Deputy Commissioner of Police (Special Juvenile Police Unit)- The State 
Government constitutes the SJPU in each district and city. 92

Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

F.  District Child Protection Officer (DCPO) in your District- Within the DCPU, the DCPO 
coordinates the functioning of the unit. The District Magistrate supervises the functioning 
of the District Child Protection Unit (DCPU).93

Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

G. Secretary of the concerned District Legal Services Authority (DLSA)
Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

H. Civil society organisations working on child protection issues with a focus on 
awareness, prevention and rehabilitation of victims of Child Marriage.

1) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________
2) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________
3) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________

I. List of schools in your area94 

The total number of schools in your area is _____.

Now that you have completed the exercise and saved the information of the 
stakeholders on your phone, let us understand your role.

90  Section 107(1) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 
91  Hint: You can refer to <https://www.edudel.nic.in/mis/mismail/frmComposeMailDirectory.aspx>
92  Section 107(2) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
93  Rule 85 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
94  Hint: you can refer to the list of schools on this website <https://www.edudel.nic.in/edu/directorate.html>

FACT
Every police station has to have at 

least one officer not below the rank 
of ASI to be designated as CWPO to 
deal with children either as victims 

or perpetrators.90

https://www.edudel.nic.in/mis/mismail/frmComposeMailDirectory.aspx
https://www.edudel.nic.in/edu/directorate.html


38

ROLE OF CHILD 
WELFARE 
COMMITTEES 
(CWCs)

What should you do when 
a child marriage is likely to 
be solemnised or is being 
solemnised?

If you are made aware by any person/
civil society organisation that there is an 
imminent risk of child marriage taking place 
or a marriage of a child has been fixed or a 
child marriage is taking place, then take the 
following steps:

FACT
It is the duty of the Chairperson of 
the CWC to prepare and circulate 

the monthly roster to all the police 
stations, the Chief Judicial Magistrate/

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate, the 
District Judge, the District Magistrate, 
the Juvenile Justice Board, the District 
Child Protection Unit and the Special 

Juvenile Police Unit.95 The monthly 
roster should also be shared with the 

CMPO.

a. Immediately direct the police to lodge an 
FIR,96 proceed to the venue of the marriage 
to stop it and produce the child before the 
CWC bench. Make sure that the CMPO is also 
informed about the complaint.

b. The child in need of care and protection 
should be produced before you within 24 
hours.97 In case the child cannot be produced 
before you, you shall reach the child where 
they are located.98

c. When a child is produced before you, make 
a prima facie determination of the age of the 
child to ascertain your jurisdiction.99

 
d. Ensure that a report containing the 
particulars of the child is documented 
and submitted to you by the person who 
produces the child before you.100 

e. Based on the level of risk to the child 
after interacting with the child and family, 
place the child with a fit person/CCI.101 Order 
immediate medical examination of the child 
if you feel the need.102

 
f. Assign the case to a social worker or a 
civil society organisation for preparing and 

95  Rule 16(6) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Model Rules, 2016
96  FIR may be registered under provisions of the Prohibition 
of Child Marriage Act, 2006 and Section 55 of the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 
97  Section 31(1) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Act, 2015
98  Rule 18(1) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Model Rules, 2016
99  Rule 19(2) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Model Rules, 2016 read with Section 94 of the 
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
100  Rule 18 (2) Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Chil-
dren) Model Rules, 2016
101  Rule 18 (4) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Model Rules, 2016
102  Rule 18(6) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Model Rules, 2016
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What can you do in cases 
where child marriage has 
already been solemnised?

In instances where you are made aware by 
any person/civil society organisation that a 
child marriage has already been solemnised, 
take the following steps:

a. Ensure that the child is produced before 
the CWC within 24 hours of the complaint 
being filed and where it is not feasible, reach 
the location of the child.106

 
b. Assess the health and condition of the 
child and provide immediate medical help, if 
required.

c. Direct the police to lodge an FIR and to 
do the needful as per law based on the 
statement of the child. Further, inform the 
concerned CMPO under whose jurisdiction 
the child falls, if they are not aware.

d. When you interact with the child, keep 
in mind that no person who can pressurise 
the child to give an incomplete or incorrect 
statement is in the vicinity.

e. Conduct an inquiry and you may pass 
an order to send the child to the children’s 
home/shelter home/placement with a fit 
person or fit facility.107 

f. Issue an order to a social worker or Child 

  

When a child, likely to be 
married, is produced before you, 
ensure you inform the child and 

the family about the negative 
impact of early marriage on the 

health of the child.

submitting a social investigation report in 
15 days and an individual care plan for the 
child.103

g. Before restoring the child, you may refer 
the child and the family to a counsellor.104 

h. Request for follow-up from the school 
where the child studies to ensure the safety 
and continued education of the child.

i. Direct a civil society organisation or the 
DCPU to follow up on the case.

103  Rule 19(3) and (4) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
104  Rule 19(9) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
105  Rule 17(ii) of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
106  Section 31(1) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015; Rule 18 of the Juvenile Justice (Care 
and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
107  Section 36 r/w 31 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015; 18(2) of the Juvenile Justice (Care 
and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016

  

You have to maintain a 
suggestion box at a prominent 

place on the premises of the 
CWC for review by the District 

Magistrate.105
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You have to send quarterly reports to 
the District Magistrate for review about 
children in need of care and protection 

received by you with all relevant details on 
the nature of disposal of cases, pending 
cases and reasons for such pendency.111

EXERCISE 2: 
CASE STUDY

What is the first step you would take?
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Which stakeholders would you coordinate 
with?
____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________________________
_____________________________________

What information would you require in 
the case before passing the order?
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

What kind of orders with reasons would 
you issue for both children?
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Welfare Officer or Child Welfare Police Officer 
to conduct and submit a social investigation 
report within 15 days.108 

g. If required, provide the girl child who 
may have become pregnant with access to 
rehabilitative services and relevant schemes.

h. Appoint a counsellor to provide mental 
health support to the child, if needed.

i. Ensure that Individual Care Plans for the 
child are created, regularly updated and 
submitted to you in a timely manner.109

j. Where the child needs to be repatriated to 
another District, or State, or country direct 
the DCPU to take necessary permissions 
required for the transfer, contact the 
counterpart Committee or any volunteer 
organisation in the District or State or 
country where the child is to be sent.110

The parents of the bride had supported 
the decision as they could not afford to 
educate her. Further, they inform you 
that they lived in an unsafe area and the 
groom’s family had agreed to continue her 
education.

A girl aged 17 years who has been 
married to a 17 year old boy has 
been produced before you. The child 
informs you that she has married out 
of her own free will and expresses her 
willingness to live with her husband. 

108  Section 36 and 37 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Pro-
tection of Children) Act, 2015
109  Rule 19 (4) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Model Rules, 2016
110  Rule 19 (16) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Model Rules, 2016
111  Rule 17(v) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Model Rules, 2016
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Congratulations on being appointed to 
the DCPU! You play a crucial role in 
the care and protection of children. 

EXERCISE 1: 
FILL IN THE BLANKS

To begin your work, you need to obtain the 
contact details of the following persons. 
Once you have the details, save the contact 
details on your phone and complete the 
exercises below:

A. District Magistrate (DM)- The DM 
is responsible for supervising all child 
protection related activities in their District. 

Name ___________________ 
Phone No. _____________

B. Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM)/Child 
Marriage Prohibition Officer (CMPO)- 
The CMPOs are appointed in every State to 
prevent child marriages, and ensure the 
protection of victims and prosecution of 
offenders. In Delhi, the SDMs have been 
appointed as the CMPOs.112

1) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ 
Area _______________
2) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ 
Area _______________
3) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ 
Area _______________
4) Name _________________ Phone No. ____________ 
Area _______________

112  Rule 3 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 
2009
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C. SHOs of the Police Stations in your area- Every police station has to have at least one 
officer not below the rank of an ASI to be designated as the Child Welfare Police Officer 
(CWPO) to deal with children either as victims or perpetrators.113

1) PS ____________ Name __________________ Phone No. _____________
2) PS ____________ Name __________________ Phone No. _____________
3) PS ____________ Name __________________ Phone No. _____________
4) PS ____________ Name __________________ Phone No. _____________

D. Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) - They are constituted by the State Government 
in every District to discharge duties in relation to children in need of care and protection 
including children who are at imminent risk of marriage. 114 The Chairperson of the CWC 
prepares a monthly roster of the members to ensure that at least one member is always 
available to take cognizance of an emergency matter even during holidays. This roster is 
to be shared with the stakeholders by the CWC.115 

1) Do you have the monthly roster from the CWC?    YES/ NO
2) If not, obtain the contact number of the Chairperson of the concerned CWC. 
Name _______________ Phone No._____________Designation Chairperson
3) Call the Chairperson of the concerned CWC and ask for the monthly roster. Once 
you receive it, go back and tick ‘Yes’ in Exercise 1).

E. Deputy Director of Education (DDE) of your zone116 - The DDEs oversee all education 
related tasks in their respective zones. 
Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

F. Secretary of the concerned District Legal Services Authority (DLSA)
Name ___________________ Phone No. _____________ 

G. Civil society organisations working on child protection issues with a focus on 
awareness, prevention and rehabilitation of victims of Child Marriage.
1) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________
2) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________
3) Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________

H. List of schools in your area117 
The total number of schools in your area is _____.

Now that you have completed the exercise and saved the information of the 
stakeholders on your phone, let us understand your role.

113  Section 107(1) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
114  Section 27 read with Section 2(14)(xii) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
115  Rule 16(6) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
116  Hint: You can refer to <https://www.edudel.nic.in/mis/mismail/frmComposeMailDirectory.aspx>
117  Hint: you can refer to the list of schools on this website <http://web.delhi.gov.in/wps/wcm/connect/doit_education/Edu-
cation/Home/About+Us/

https://www.edudel.nic.in/mis/mismail/frmComposeMailDirectory.aspx
http://web.delhi.gov.in/wps/wcm/connect/doit_education/Education/Home/About+Us/
http://web.delhi.gov.in/wps/wcm/connect/doit_education/Education/Home/About+Us/
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ROLE OF 
DISTRICT 
CHILD 
PROTECTION 
UNIT (DCPU)

What can you do to prevent 
child marriages?

a.  Generate awareness, organise and 
conduct programmes such as training and 
capacity building of stakeholders on the 
issue of child marriage. 118 Spread awareness 
on various welfare schemes especially 
those which are conditional on the child 
completing their education and/or staying 
unmarried until they turn 18 years of ages.

b. Ensure inter-departmental coordination 
and liaise with the relevant department 
of the State Government and State Child 
Protection Society of the State and other 
DCPUs in the State.119

  

You can engage with priests/imams/
religious heads in your area, share 

collateral for putting up in the 
mosque/temple, etc. premises and 

encourage them to spread awareness 
in the community about the ill effects 
of early marriages. This is an effective 

way to prevent child marriages and 
reach the community. 

  

You can organise awareness 
activities on child marriage in 

schools, particularly during parent 
teacher meetings and in anganwadi 

centres to reach the parents.  

c. Ensure you take appropriate action on 
the inputs you receive from the District 
Magistrate on the issues and cases of child 
marriage by virtue of the quarterly reports 
submitted by the CMPOs to them.

d. Network and coordinate with civil society 
organisations working on the issue of child 
marriage.120

e. Organise quarterly meetings with all 
stakeholders at the district level to review 
the progress and implementation of the 
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act, 2015.121 Ensure that the issues 
of child marriage in the district are taken up 
during the meetings.

118  Rule 85(xxi) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Model Rules, 2016
119  Rule 85(xii) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Model Rules, 2016
120  Rule 85(xiii) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Model Rules, 2016
121  Rule 85(xxii) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Model Rules, 2016
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FACT
The District Child Protection Unit 

(DCPU) functions under the overall 
control and supervision of the District 

Magistrate. The District Magistrate 
is the Nodal Officer in the District 

for implementation of the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act, 2015 and the Model 
Rules 2016.122

What should you do if you 
receive information or com-
plaint about a child marriage 
likely to be solemnised or 
being solemnised?

a. Immediately inform the CMPO and the 
police regarding the information or the 
complaint received.

b. Assist the CMPO and the police during 
their visit to the residence of the child or 
venue of the marriage, as the case may be, 
to ascertain the information or stop the 
marriage.

c. Your paramount responsibility is to ensure 
the well-being of the child. Further, you have 
to ensure that their rights are respected. 

d. Produce the child before the CWC if 
required and comply with the directions 
passed. These directions may include:

☑ Making the Social Investigation Report 
(SIR) and submitting it in 15 days

☑ Making the Individual Care Plan (ICP) . 
☑ Follow up on the rehabilitation of child 

victims.
☑ Assisting in the repatriation process of 

a child who is to be sent to their home 
District or State or country.123 

☑ Arrange individual or group counselling 
services for children.

What can you do once the 
child has been married?

a. Follow up on the well-being of the child 
and report to the CWC as directed.

b. Inform the family of the benefits of 
continuing education in case the child is not 
going to school.

c. Counsel the child and the family on 
reproductive health.

d. Ensure that the child, in case they are 
pregnant or a parent, receives the benefits at 
the Anganwadi level.

122  Rule 85 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
123  Rule 19(16) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016; Rule 85(xi) of the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016
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You have been informed that a 16 year old girl in your district has dropped out of 
school and is pregnant. You speak to the family of the child and find that the girl’s 
marriage has been fixed for the day after to prevent social stigma. 

What is your first step in this case?
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Which stakeholders will you interact with?
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

What are reports/documents you will submit and to whom?
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

How will you interact with the child and the family?
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

EXERCISE 2: CASE STUDY
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“We are guilty of many 
errors and many faults, 
but our worst crime is 

abandoning the children, 
neglecting the fountain of 
life. Many of the things we 
need can wait. The child 

cannot. To him we cannot 
answer ‘Tomorrow.’ His 

name is today.” 

“
“

- Gabriela Mistral
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Congratulations on being appointed 
as an Anganwadi worker! You play 
an important role in spreading 

awareness against child marriages and in 
ensuring the well-being of child brides and 
young mothers. 

EXERCISE 1: 
FILL IN THE BLANKS

To begin your work, you need to obtain the 
contact details of the following persons. 
Once you have the details, save the contact 
details on your phone and complete the 
exercises below:

A. Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM) /Child 
Marriage Prohibition Officer (CMPO)- 
The CMPOs are appointed in every State 
to prevent child marriages and ensure the 
protection of victims and prosecution of 
offenders. In Delhi, the SDMs have been 
appointed as the CMPOs.124 

Name ___________________ 
Phone No. _____________ 
Area _______________

B. District Child Protection Officer (DCPO) 
in your District- Within the DCPU, the 
DCPO coordinates the functioning of the 
unit. The District Magistrate supervises the 
functioning of the District Child Protection 
Unit (DCPU). 125

Name ___________________ 
Phone No. _____________ 

124  Rule 3 of the Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009
125  Rule 85 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 
Model Rules, 2016
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ROLE OF ANGANWADI 
WORKERS

a. In case you become aware that a child 
marriage is likely to take place or is taking 
place or has taken place, immediately inform 
the CMPO, DCPU, police or a civil society 
organisation working on child protection 
issues.

b. Conduct awareness sessions on the ill 
effects and consequences of child marriage 
with adolescents.

c. Provide information and awareness 
to mothers on the consequences of child 
marriage on the health of the child as well as 
the legal repercussions of the same. 

d. You may have girls or child brides in the 
area under your jurisdiction who may require 

your assistance as expectant or nursing 
mothers. Ensure their care and that of their 
children.

e. Provide health and nutrition education 
and counselling on breastfeeding/infant and 
young feeding practices to mothers.

f. Make home visits to educate the expectant 
or young mothers on how to raise the child 
for effective growth, development and 
empowerment.

g. Motivate and educate the adolescent 
girls and their parents and the community 
in general by organising social awareness 
programmes/campaigns, etc. against child 
marriages.

C. SHOs of the Police Stations in your area-

PS______________ SHO________________ Phone No. ______________

D. Civil society organisations working on child protection issues with a focus on 
awareness, prevention and rehabilitation of victims of Child Marriage.

Name___________ Contact person _______ Phone No. ______________
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EXERCISE 2: CASE STUDY

You are informed that a 17 year old girl in your area has dropped out of school 
because she is pregnant.

What are the services you would provide?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Which stakeholders would you contact?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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1. Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006

(Annexure 1) 

51
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2. Delhi Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Rules, 2009

(Annexure 2) 
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NOTIFICATION

No. F. 61 (Child Marriage/DO-I/DSW/2009-10/      In exercise 
of power conferred by Sub Section (l) of Section 19 of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006 (No. 6 of 2007) read with the Govt. of India, Ministry of Home 
Affairs Notification. S.O. 1274 (E) F. No. 110183/2008- UTL dated: 30.05.2008, the 
Lt. Governor of the National Capital Territory of Delhi, hereby makes the following 
rules, namely: - 
 
1.   Short title and commencement – (1) These rules may be called the Delhi 
Prohibition 
of Child Marriage Rules, 2009.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Delhi Gazette.

2.   Definitions – In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires : - 
(a)“Act”, means the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 (No. 6 of 2007);
(b) “Child Marriage Prohibition Officer” means an officer appointed as such by the 

State Government under Section 16 of the Act;
(c) “Complaint” means any allegation made orally or in writing by any person to 

the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer; 
(d) “Delhi” means the National Capital Territory of Delhi; 
(e) “Government” means the Lt. Governor of the National Capital Territory of 

Delhi appointed by the President under article 239 and designated as such 
under article 239 AA of the Constitution;

(f) “Section” means a Section of the Act; 
(g) Words and expressions used and not defined in these rules and defined in the Act 

shall have the meanings respectively assigned to them in the Act.
 
3.   Appointment of Child Marriage Prohibition Officer – The Sub- Divisional 
Magistrate of the area shall be the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer for his 
respective jurisdiction and shall have powers to investigate the relevant cognizable 
cases as is exercised by a police officer under Chapter V, VII, XI and XII of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

59
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4.   Information to Child Marriage Prohibition Officer – (1) any person who has 
reason to believe that an act of child marriage has been, or is being, or is likely to be 
committed in Delhi may give information about it to the Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer having jurisdiction in the area, either orally or in writing.

(2) In case the information is given to the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer under 
sub–rule (1) orally, he shall cause it to be reduced to writing and shall ensure that 
the same is signed by the person giving such information and in case the informant 
is not in a position to furnish written information the Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer shall satisfy and keep a record of the identity of the person giving such 
information.
(3) The Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall give a copy of the information 
recorded by him immediately to the informant free of cost.

5.   Child Marriage Report– (1) Upon receipt of a complaint of child marriage, or on 
his own the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall prepare a child marriage report 
and submit the same to the District Court and forward copies thereof to the police 
officer, in charge of the police station within the local limit of jurisdiction of which 
the child marriage alleged to have been committed has taken place.
(2) Upon any information received, any individual authorized in terms of sub-section 
(2) of section 16 may record child marriage report and forward a copy thereof to the 
District Court and to the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer having jurisdiction in 
the area where child marriage is alleged to have taken place or is likely to take place.

6.   Application to the Magistrate – (1) Every application or complaint received by 
the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall be forwarded to the concerned District 
Court.
(2) In case the complaint is illiterate the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall 
read over the application and explain the contents thereof. 

7.   Duties and functions of Child Marriage Prohibition Officer - The duties  and 
functions to be discharged and performed by Child Marriage Prohibition Officer (in 
addition to the duties mentioned in Section 16 (3) of the Act) shall be as described 
below: - 
(a) To assist the complainant in making a complaint under the Act, if the complainant 

so desires.
(b) To provide information to the contracting parties regarding the rights and offence 

being committed.
(c) To assist the person in making the application in terms of sub-section (1) of 
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section 13 or any other provision of the Act or these rules.
(d) To provide legal aid to the complainant through State Legal Aid Service Authority. 
(e) To inform the person authorized under sub-section (2) of section (16) that their 

services may be required in the proceedings under the Act. 
(f) To maintain a record and copies of the records and documents forwarded under 

sub-section (3) of section 16 and in pursuance of the powers conferred upon 
him under sub-section (4) of section 16.

(g) To provide all possible assistance to the complainant to ensure that he/she is not 
victimised or pressurized as a consequence of reporting the incidence of child 
marriage.

(h) To liaise between the complainant or persons, police and authorized persons in 
the manner provided under the Act and these rules. 

(i) To take all reasonable measures to prevent recurrence of child marriage against 
the aggrieved person, in accordance with the provisions of the Act and these 
rules.

(j) The Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall assist the Court in the enforcement 
of orders in the proceedings under the Act including orders under section 4 and 
5.

(k) The Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall also perform such other duties as 
may be assigned to him by the Government in giving effect to the provision of 
the Act and these rules from time to time.

(l) The Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall furnish the report in Form – 1, 
appended to these rules, in the first week of every quarter of the year to the 
District Magistrate/ Deputy Commissioner concerned.

8.   Action to be taken in cases of emergency – If the Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer or a person authorized under sub-section (2) of section 16 receives reliable 
information through e-mail or a telephone call or the like, either from the aggrieved 
person or from any person who has reason to believe that an Act of child marriage 
is being and is likely to be committed, in such an emergent situation, the Child 
Marriage Prohibition Officer or the person authorized, as the case may be, shall see 
immediate assistance of the police and shall proceed to the place of occurrence and 
record the child marriage report and present the same to the court without any delay.

9.   Means of services of notices – (1) The notices for appearance in respect of the 
proceedings under the Act shall contain the names of the person alleged to have 
committed or caused child marriage, the nature of child marriage and such other 
details as may facilitate the identification of person concerned.
(2) The service of notices shall be made in the following manner, namely – 
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a) The notice in respect of the proceedings under the Act shall be served by the 
Child Marriage Prohibition Officer or any other person directed by him to serve the 
notice, on behalf of the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer, at the address where 
the respondent is stated to be ordinarily residing in India by the complainant or 
aggrieved person or where the respondent is stated to be gainfully employed by the 
complainant or aggrieved person, as the case may be.
b) The notice shall be delivered to any person in charge of such place at the moment 
and in case of such delivery not being possible, it shall be pasted at a conspicuous 
place on the premises.
(3) On a statement on the date fixed for appearance of the respondent, or a report of 
the 
person authorised to serve the notices under the Act, that service has been effected, 
appropriate orders shall be passed by the court on any pending application for interim 
relief, after hearing the complainant or the respondent, or both. 

10.   Breach of Prohibition – (1) Any person may report breach of prohibition order 
or an interim Court direction to the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer. 
(2) Every report referred to in sub–rule (1) shall be in writing by the informant and 
duly signed by him. 
(3) The complainant may, if he so desires, make a complaint of breach of prohibition 
order directly to the court.
(4) If, at any time after a prohibition order has been breached, the complainant seeks 
his assistance, the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall assist the complainant to 
lodge the report to the local police authorities in an appropriate manner.
(5) Any resistance to the enforcement of orders of the court under the Act by the 
respondent shall be deemed to be breach of prohibition order or an interim prohibition 
order covered under the Act. 

11.   Role of the Government – (1) The Government shall, by notification in the 
official Gazette, notify any civil court /family court as having jurisdiction in respect 
of the matters dealt within the Act. 
(2) The Government shall have a list of volunteers in each District and it shall be 
made available to the concerned Child Marriage Prohibition Officer in terms of sub-
section (2) of section 16.
12.   Disposal of Records – The records of documents in respect of a case of child 
marriage shall be kept in a safe place for a period of seven years or until the pendency 
of court case, if any and thereafter, be destroyed as per standard procedure.
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By order and in the name of the Lt. Governor
of the National Capital Territory of Delhi.

(Debashree Mukherjee)
Secretary

Department of Women & Child Development
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S. 
No.

Date of receipt 
of information/

complaint of 
Child Marriage

Name, address, 
phone no. of 
the informer/ 
complainant

Name of 
the child 
bride and 
phone no.

Age of the child 
bride

Name, address, 
phone no. of 

parents of the 
child bride

1 2 3 4 5 6

Name of the 
child groom 
and phone 

no.

Age of 
the child 
groom

Name, address, 
phone no. of 

parents of the 
child groom

Date of the 
solemnization 

of child 
marriage

Action taken by 
the Child 
Marriage 

Prohibition 
Officer

Remarks

7 8 9 10 11 12

Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009
FORM – 1

Quarterly report on Child Marriages
Office of the Sub – Divisional Magistrate (Child Marriage Prohibition Officer)

To,
 The District Magistrate
 __________________________
 __________________________

Sub : Quarterly Report for the period ___________ to______________ under 
Rule 7 (1) of Delhi Prohibition of Child Marriage Rules, 2009.

Sir/Madam,
 
                    The subject report is as under:

Yours faithfully,

Name of the Officer
Child Marriage Prohibition Officer 

Area __________________
                   Stamp    
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