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What happens to a child 
when his/her parent is incarcerated?

Emotional trauma
Loneliness/anxiety

Anger towards 
criminal justice system1

Education cessation
Multiple school transitions

Dropout1

Economic hardship
Difficulty to retain 

accommodation
Poor healthcare1

He/she becomes a victim of crime and punishment2

1. Predictors/Determinants of Psycho-Social Health among Children of Incarcerated Parents: A study of NCT of Delhi, Neelam Sukhramani and Sigamani Panneer, 2019
2. Hon’ble Delhi High Court in Brindavan Sharma vs State (CRL A 927/2002)



Have we provided these 
children the support they deserve?
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Aggregate number of grants disbursed*

In five years, 

total grants disbursed were 412. 

Note: In case a child is being extended support ‘n’ times, the 
child is counted ‘n’ different times.

* Office of Chief Probation Officer, Department of Social Welfare, Government of NCT of Delhi



We asked 91 officials and representatives 
from the child rights protection ecosystem
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Their verdict: 
NO

The current scheme was decreed

Inaccessible Unworkable Counter-productive

Includes

Only children whose both 
parents or only surviving parent 

has been incarcerated

Only available to those whose 
parents can prove to be residing 

in Delhi for 5 or more years 

Who are availing assistance 
from only this Scheme



Their verdict: 
NO

The current scheme was decreed

Inaccessible Unworkable Counter-productive

Because it excludes, 
children…

Whose sole bread-winning 
parent has been 

incarcerated

Whose parents have lived 
in Delhi for 2 or 3 or 

4 years

Who avail financial assistance or 
benefits under any other 
government scheme, ex, 

disability pension program



Key recommendations  
to make the scheme accessible and effective

Eligibility Quantum
Revoking 

Grant

Review 
of the 

scheme

Processing 
Grant

1
Include children 
even if 1 parent is 
incarcerated, if 
living in Delhi at the 
time of arrest

2
Increase grant to 
Rs4000/pm for 1st 
child, and Rs3500/pm 
for each sibling. 

3
Allow filing of 
direct application 
before the concerned 
CWC and 
online. 4

Continue the grant 
during jail time and 
3 months after 
release.

5
DCPCR to submit 
annual review
report to 
Delhi Govt, 
and Delhi 
Legislative 
Assembly



Key recommendations: 
Eligibility

Eligibility
Parent 

incarcerated

Duration of 
residence in 

Delhi

Annual 
income of 
parent(s)

1
Children (<18 age) 
whose any/both 
parents are in jail 
are eligible

3
Income of any 
parent should not 
be a criterion for 
financial assistance

Add

Remove

Change

2
All children whose 
parent(s) were Delhi 
residents at the time of 
arrest.



Key recommendations: 
Quantum of Financial Assistance

Quantum
Grant 
money

1 
Increase grant 
amount to 
Rs4000/pm for 
first child, and 
Rs3500/pm for 
each sibling

Change

Add

Intimation 
of 

parent(s)’s 
release

2 
Jail authorities to 
inform CPO within 7 
days from day 
decision of release is 
taken, provide access 
to the Prison 
Management System.



Key recommendations: 
Processing Grants

Processing 
grants

Application 
portals / 
platforms

Application 
timeline

1
Allow applications to 
be submitted  to the 
concerned Child 
Welfare Committee 
and online

2
If applied within 60 
days from release, 
children should still 
receive benefit for the 
entire incarceration 
period.

Add

Remove

Change



Key recommendations: 
Revoking Grant

Revoking 
grant

Parents’
release 

from jail

Change of 
residence

Application 
to any other 

scheme

1
Continue the grant 
during jail time and 
3 months after 
release.

2
If address changes to 
outside of Delhi without 
prior information to 
CDPO or Chief 
Probation Officer

3
Grant should continue 
regardless of previous 
schemes benefits the child 
has received.

Add

Remove

Change



Key recommendations: 
Annual review by DCPCR

DCPCR
to submit annual scheme 

review
report to 

Delhi Govt, 
and Delhi Legislative 

Assembly



Thank you


